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I has been often ſaid, That it is an eaſy 
I thing to cenſure. This aſſertion, how- 
ever, I deny; ſince, to a delicate mind, 
it is ever accompanied with painful feelings; 
and to one partial to a perſon or a party, it 
is difficult almoſt to an_incredibility! We 
can rail, it is true; we can ſcold; nay, that 
laſt degree of bitterneſs expreſſed by the 
word ſcurrility is common now in the wri- 
tings of men who are fond of eloquence: 
but to throw out a well - weighed cenſure, 
neither too ſoft nor too ſevere, is ſomething 
I have ſo ſeldom ſeen done, particularly in 
publications, that I am at times tempted to 
think it is not intended or approved of by 

our preſent claſs of writers. | 
Of this we have a very recent example in 
P—— Cl in Aberdeen; a man of the 
fnootheſt manners, and bleſſed with talents 
that, one would think, could turn them- 
ſelves into any ſhape, particularly to what 
3 was 


— 


141 


was gentle or formed to pleaſe. Him all 
the world would expect fo much humani- 


when abſolute duty and his ſerious office 
forced him to it: yet even he does not now 
attempt to cenſure ; but in the ſame work, 
almoſt the ſame: page, where he eites the 
benign words of JIEsUs, loſes himſelf in that 
ſcurrility that makes every line ineffectual. 
And why that gentleman's pen was at 


it was meant to quiet the minds of the vul- 
gar, who had dared to ſuſpect him of a 
growing partiality to Popery. This indeed 
he has cleared himſelf of : but at what ex- 
pence ? That of meriting from every im- 
partial Proteſtant a juſt diſapprobation ; not 
for arguing againſt the Popiſh bill, for that 
is a mere politic, and a thing difficult for a 
Proteſtant to oppoſe upon Chriſtian prin- 
diples; but for him to attack any ſet of 
men that have law on their fide for acting 
againſt Papiſts, at leaſt while he lives in A- 
'berdeen, is to forget his own former con- 
duct; which I ſuſpect the inhabitants will 
not ſo eaſily do. Firſt to miſlead his own 
party, and then moſt contemptuoufly accuſe 
them of being wrong, does really ſeem to 
me rather too much to go down with any 
reaſonable man. : 

To make a vs her reſpectable, beſides 
n meekneſs 


zed, as never at leaſt to offend the ear, but 


preſent put in motion, I know not; except 
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meekneſs in his reprooſs, there ſhould be 
an appearance at leaſt of tryth and juſtice in 
what he ſays; and in that caſe, ſuch a man 
as Dr. C ll will always carry his hearers 
or readers along with him to eonviction. 


But do theſe qualities appear in Dr C—ll's 
conduct with regard to the Popiſh bill? On 


his firſt appearance in church after the E- 
dinburgh mob, he gave no marks of af- 
fliction that might move the minds of his 
hearers to ſerious thoughts. His head was 
not bowed down; he wept not betwixt 
“ the porch and the altar, like thoſe who 


mourned for their own and people's ſins in 


former days. Far from intreating his in- 


nocent audience to pray for the erimes of 


their diſtracted brethren, who had juſtly 
made themſelves obnoxious to the ven- 
geance of heaven by an injurious contempt 
of the laws of their country and an in- 
fringement of the public peace, or taking 
any other gentle method to lead to that fear 


of Gop that might make their prayers ar- 


dent that they might be kept from the like 
crimes ; he addreſſed them with the moit 
ſpixited indignation, as if they had been 


themſelves the guilty people. He pro- 


nounced, amidſt many invectives, that 


* they were Papiſts who a&ed'/o and %: 
and whether he meant the mobbers only, or 
intended to join his Hearers with them, 
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ed in the year 1771, upon a ound mind, 


1 


ſeemed to many of theſe a doubt. In ei- 


ther caſe, to me, who know both what 


Proteſtants and Papiſts are, he was unin- 


telligible: for I cannot perceive the moſt 


diſtant reſemblance betwixt either of theſe 
parties and mobbers, who are people con- 
temptuous of all authority both in_church 
and ſtate ; an imputation which has been 
ſometimes laid to the charge of Proteſtants 
by their adverſaries, but never, that I know 
of, fell upon Papiſts, who are reckoned a- 


mong the ſtrongeſt abettors of paſſive obe- 
dience. But if Dr C-— Il continue to ſay 


every thing of Papiſts that is contradictory 
and inconſiſtent, it will not long be more 


difficult for a Proteſtant ' conſcience to em- 


brace Popery, than follow hig Proteſtancy. 
Dr Cl, in his addreſs to the clergy 


and people, goes on in the ſame ſtyle ; and 


infiſts, that all who are againſt the Roman 
Catholic bill are Papiſts; without ſeeming 


to feel, as a delicate writer, that this is not 


wit; nor, as a miniſter of the goſpel, that 
it is not truth. Indeed, if there be no mare 
difference betwixt Proteſtants and Papiſts 
but Dr C——IPs being in good or bad hu- 


mour, I cannot ſee why what he had for- 


merly ſaid againſt the latter ſhould have 


much weight with the former: Yet I firmly 


believe that his ſermon, preached and print- 


Was 


Pal 
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to juſtify ſuch a proceeding. 
The panic of the people is ſincere. They 
cannot forget that he once ſaid there was no 


1 


was the only thing that ed the women and 


the vulgar in Aberdeen to be afraid to do 


their duty as Proteſtants, and be in charity 


with Catholics : and while Papiſts are en- 


titled to laugh to ſee that very name he 
then named with marks of contempt, given 
now to his own people; and the followers 


of the Pope, and the followers of CO-, 


blended together as perſecutors; it is not in 
the power of the beſt- meaning Proteſtants 


» 


religion amongſt Papiſts but © rites and ce- 
«© remonies. Their ideas of baptiſm and 


other ſacraments, he called the © effence of 


* ſuperſtition ;** and hinted, that a much 
higher degree of perfection had been at- 
tained by the Indian devotees of the idol 
with a thouſand names. In ridiculing their 
frequent ejaculations of JESUS and Ma Rv, 
he declared, that he knew no difference be- 
twixt them and the worſhippers: of another 
country invoking their god Fo, Now I 


would aſk any perſon, who did not know 


from hiſtory, or his own obſervation, that 
the Papiſts are Chriſtians, Whether, upon 
hearing that ſermon, they might not have 
as readily imagined them the followers of 


Ma homet or Confucius, as the followers of 


CuRIs T. This was not, however, all that 
Dr 


1 


ES] 


Dr C—l did then fay to irritate the aa 
of his people againſt Papiſts, and to make 


, them tremble at a connection with them. 


He was ſenfible, that it is not in the na - 


kure of man to hate the brother he fees for 


any ideal difference in the faith or worſhip 
of the Gop he ſees not and therefore, in 
another part of the ſame diſcourſe, he ap- 
plies more directly to the hearts and paſ- 
ſions of his hearers; and avers, that lying, 


deceit, and every kind ef vice the moſt 


pernicious to ſociety, is practiſed by Pa- 
piſts, and eneouraged by their clergy, if it 


but appear to them that their church may 


be benefited thereby. He aſſerts, more- 
over, that in this ſame church of Rome in- 
dulgencies are bought and ſold; that is, by 
giving money to the prieſts, one may be 
abſolved of any crime without repentance 
or amendment or that all his fins may be 
done away at once by a general rare abſo- 


lution from the Pope. 


This, I ſay, was the aſtorifiting profeſſed 
opinion Dr C——1! had of Papiſts in the 


year 1771: yet theſe are the very people 


he defires us now to take into our bo- 
ſoms; and thinks no objection can be made 


to the demand, but that «it is a Chriſtian 


& method, and that Chriſtian methods are 


4 not the preſent taſte.” I think, howe- 


ver, I could conceive another reaſon for at 
NY leuaſt 


[9 1 


leaſt a few- being againſt the bill. There 
were many women, and fome men, that ab- 
folutely believed him in earneſt in that firſt 
fermon, and, for aught I know, gave cre- 
dit to all he faid of the Roman Catholics. 
Now theſe, if they have not changed ſentr- 


ments, cannot, according to nature, ſenſe, 
or religion, be for that bill,” ſince the firſt 
mdiſpenfable-law of nature is ſelf-preſerva- 

tion, and it cannot be the will of God to 
ſupport vice or encourage the vicious: Dr 
Cl, then, previouſly to his turning the 


unexpected advocate of Papiſts, for whom 


he had before taught his people an almoſt 
unalterable averſion, ſhould have uſed all 


the dexterity he is maſter of, to convince 


the world he had ſeen his own miſtake ; 


and, from a deep fenfe of juſtice and cha 
rity, wanted an injured ſet of men received 
into our good graces, as the equal ſervants 
of Jesus CHRIST with ourſelves. In that 
fuppoſition, not to allow them their way of 
worſhip as well as we have ours, Is indeed 
not to be a Proteſtant. « 
But to believe what Dr C—I once ad- 
vanced from both the pulpit and the preſs 
concerning papiſts, and never fince unſaid; 


and yet to think of unfettering ſuch wretches 


as he bas deſcribed them; is what no elo- 
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cian, can ever make me go into. We have 


| ſomething of greater authority to direct us 


in ſo important a matter; I mean, the pure 
word of Gop. It the Papiſts go againſt it, 


J would make no conceſſion to them, come 
of the honour of our nation what will. 
For I own I am one of thoſe who are really 
hurt with Dr C—IPs: way of reaſoning; 
and though F eſteem him as an elegant 


writer, and an eloquent preacher in our 
national church, I can never excuſe his 


manifeſt oppoſition to the ſacred Scripture. : 


Almoſt every line lately publiſhed by him 
goes againſt that charity he recommends 
from it: and I would willingly appeal to 
every one who has read the Goſpel and i im- 


bibed its ſpirit, whether when Dr C— 
cites the texts thereof, he does not fall into 
a ſtyle, and breathe a diſpoſition, ſo different 


from it, as to make one tremble when 
Ixs us Ennis r is named, leſt it ſhould be 
criminal to think of him without a heart 
more ſoftened. and more ſenſible to love, 
than any perſon could be who had his paſ- 
ſions of pride and hatred wrought up with 


ſuch care by ſo able a pen. n 


For if his advice could at all further te 
paſſing of the Popiſh bill, it could o 
ſo by making uſe of the pride inherent 1 in 
our nature, to lead Proteſtants to grant to 


1 


the 


individuals lately 


„ 


the Papiſts, not a toleration of jultiee and 


charity, but a toleration of contempt and 


averſion. They are pointed out as a piti- 
ful handful, that cannot in this nation be 
dangerous, or do much ill; but ſtill as a 

people bred up in cruel principles, 71h 


wherever they are, mean the worſt things; 


and this accuſation, much more ſevere than 
a thouſand penal laws, is aimed at a few 
oppreſſed by a mob, to 
which mob Dr C-— IPs bittereſt reproach 
is, that they are Papiſtis , If this mean any 


thing, it muſt mean that the people who 


bear that name are monſters capable of 
every wickedneſs, and a juſt object of uni- 
verſal contempt and deteſtation. And if 
this be the way to move the hearts of 
hearers or readers to a Goſpel charity to- 
wards Roman Catholics, I know Tos 
of charity or the Golpel. 

Sure Lam, it is perfectly oppoſite to 
Gipofion of a genuine Proteſtant, br oo 
up to take into his heart all who believe in 
CrrrsT, without any nice or ſcrupulous 
inquiry about their particular tenets. 
except, always, the fundamental points of 
morality, for which we are, all accountable 
to one another: and here, far from daring 


to ſay that I have found the Papiſts defi- 


cient ; I have often been nds before 


Gop aud my own conſcience, when I ob- 
ſerved 


* ] 


ſerved their — to o the poor, and ten- 


derneſs to the ſouls of men. And a perſe- 


cuting and uncharitable ſpirit is ſo viſibly 
known not to reign amongſt Scotch Ca- 


tholics, that the moſt violent Proteſtants, 


when you puſh them upon the ſuggeſtions 
thrown out by Dr Cl in his Addreſt, 
want always. to appeal to other times and 
countries; and, like him, bring in old law- 
leſs maſſacres, or ſtate- policies, which are 
no more neceſſarily connected with the 
Popiſn than with the Proteſtant religion, 
and which none but wild declaimers of ei- 
ther ſide will lay hold of as a topic of re- 
Proach. 15 

I thank Gon, I claſs myſelf with the 
violent of no party, having been happily 
born to think for myſelf, and deſpiſe only 
thoſe who will not ſee things as they are, 
nor repreſent them as they ſee them. This, 


to the utmoſt ſtretch of my reaſon, I ever 


made my rule, whether for or againſt me. 


Indeed, that I was brought up a Proteſtant, 


ſeemed always to me a mere chance; and 
to have thought myſelf better or more 
faveable on that account than another ſet 


of men, would, in my ideas, have been a 


fin connected with the blackeſt pride; and 
every party - preacher I have through life 
ſhunned as one that ſported himſelf with 
his _ function. Dr C——4s ſermon, 

hows 
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however, on a Sound Mind, I did attend to; 


and while I remember the words of dur 
Saviour, By their fruits you ſhall know them, 
the fruits of that — J will never forget. 
For being ſtationed at Aberdeen when it 
was publithed,-I obſerved it produee more 


perſonal animoſities, uncharitable expreſ- 


ſions, and even real breaches in friendſhip, 

than ever I knew occaſioned by any other 
piece. In truth, it is my belief there never 
was ſuch another preached or publiſhed ; 


and I will take upon me to affirm, that | 


whoever runs it over without being ſhocked, 

is neither a fincere Proteſtant, nor a heart- 
felt Chriſtian. ' As Proteſtants, we mult 'be- 
lieve all creatures equally intitled to charity 
here, and ſalvation hereafter, if they act 


up to their own: mode of faith; and as 


Chriſtians, we muſt believe and obey every 
command of IExsus CRRISTH with that hu- 


mility which a our weak reaſon to 


faith. T9 36977 e 

Not 1 abw. no end more expreſs 
than in the two laſt verſes of St Matthew's 
goſpel : G ye therefore, and teach all 
e nations, baptizing them in the name of 
ce the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


« Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to obſervg 


* all things whatſoever I have commanded 
«you: and lo! I am with you always even 
W to the © end of the world,” This is the 


5 | B _ 
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laſt contract of the Saviour and the Friend 


of mankind with his creatures, which no- 
thing but a failure on their part can annul: 
but, then, it muſt be attended to, that the 
commiſſion is no ſooner given to “ feach, 
than the method is ſpecified, baptizing 


« them,” &c. Now whenever this action 


is omitted, they have not been employed in 
teaching to obſerve all things whatſoever he 
eommanded them, and they cannot expect 
him to be “ with them to the end of the 
c world.” And, to the end that this pre- 
cept might not be eaſily miſunderſtood or 
miſinterpreted, he vouchſafes to explain in 
his next goſpel more fully, what was com- 
manded in this, (St Mark, 16th chap. and 
1 5th verſe.) Go ye into all the world, preach 
the goſpel to every creature; he that believeth 
and is baptized fhall be ſaved, he that be- 
heveth not hall be damned. CDT 

By this, I think, it ought to be indiſpu- 
table among Chriſtians, that there is not a 
ſingle promiſe made to any perſon that is 
not baptized, and believes not the goſpel; of 
which the fore-cited verſes are ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt and plaineſt lines. And however 
ridiculous the Papiſts may appear to Dr 
., for their putting a confidence in 
baptiſm, and believing it neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion; it is plain, at leaſt, that they here 
believe and do what Chals r commands; 
| 4 | and, 


time that t 


C 


Is 1 


and, conſequently may be ſuppoſed to have 


got hold o 


thinks as Dr Cl does in p. 69 of his 
ſermon. To aſcribe a virtue to an out- 
ward form, unaccompanied with any diſpo- 
ſition that can render it ſignificant, I take 


to be the eſſence of ſuperſtition. It is re- 


preſenting the ordinances of IEsus as no- 
thing better than a magical ſpell.” 
This looſe and contemptuous way of 


mentioning baptiſm, I think more ſhocking 


to reaſon and the common ideas of man- 
kind, than if he had denied the ſacrament 
altogether, as the Quakers do; from the 
belief they are in, that our Saviour meant 
no outward action or pronunciation of words 
at all, but only an inward baptiſm of the 
heart. This 1s at leaſt to be confiſtent : 


but who will fay there is any conſiſtency in 


Dr C——Is conduct; who, while to pleaſe 
the vulgar he obſerves the ' outward form 


of baptiſm even with regard to infants, who 


have ſurely no diſpeſition in them that can 
render it fignificant, maintains at the ſame 

e is no virtue in it? Dr C—ll, 
for fear of popular odium, baptizes the 
children of his hearers, In the name of 
ce the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
6 Holy Ghoſt:“ but, to ſhew his averſion 


to Popery, declares it is the very eſſence of 
|S 6 ſuper- 


the promiſe : while to no crea- 
ture is left the ſnadow of a promiſe who 
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ſuperſtition to aſcribe any virtue or efficacy 


to that ceremony. 1 confeſs, I was long a 


great admirer of Dr C—— 11; but from the 
moment I read the above quotation, have 


ever entertained a ſtrong ſuſpicion that he 
does not believe in CHRIST. The aſſertion 
is harſh, 1 own; but I cannot help it. It 


is by no means ſo harſh as to ſuppoſe, that 


he does believe in CHRIST, and yet diſ- 
regards his command, and vilifies his ordi- 
Dance ! he does more; he calls in queſtion 
his Godhead.—For to allow that CHRIST 
gave an order for all men to be baptized, 
and to an obedience to that order annexed 
all the influence of his grace; and yet to 
think that it is not neceſſary to obey that 
order, or that no virtue nor grace is con- 
veyed by obeying it, is to think that CHRIST 
wanted either the authority to make the 
command, or the power to execute the 

romiſe annexed to it: and in neither of 
theſe caſes could he be Gop; nay, nor an 


envoy ſent from Gop with power adequate 


to the purpoſe of his divine miſſion. 

How Dr C——IPs hearers could ſcriouſly 
approve. and applaud ſuch a ſermon, is a 
queſtion I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine: for my part, ak I were to hear any 


aa, 


wo 


eee 


1 ay J 


I'ſhould from that moment conſider him 
as one that gave up fairly the divinity of 
Jesus CHRIST, and doubtedof the: Wy 5 
of his promiſes. c 

It has been bad in Dr Ce defence, 
that he * only the ſentiments of hid 
church. Were that the caſe, Iwould'not 


heſitate to affirm, that his church muſt be 


a very wavering and unſteady church, un- 
fixt in her principles, and uncertain in her 
determinations. His church, 50 years ago, 

ht a very different Goktrine. But, 
though I doubt not there may be in the 
church of Scotland ſeveral even of her 


clergy whoſe ſentiments with regard to 


Fz8Us Cnnisr and his ſacraments are 

nearly the ſame with Dr C——IFs, I am 
fatisfied that the greater part of hisbrethren,. 
and almoſt all the people, are of à contra 
opinion: and I have never yet ſeen a — 
byterian, man or woman, who would ven- 
ture to profeſs publicly the Doctor's ſenti- 
ment of baptiſm, much leſs to approve the 
uncharitable manner in which he treats 
Catholics. . Sf 

And here, indeed; Lalo chat his greateſt 
admirers pretend not to excuſe him any 
other way, than by faying, That he was 
not ſufficiently acquainted with the Ca- 
tholic tenets; and therefore not charge- 


able with voluntary miſrepreſentations. 


B 3. This 


1 16 J 


ſuperſtition to aſcribe any virtue or ** 
to that ceremony. I confeſs, I was long a 
great admirer of Dr C——1]; but from the 
moment I read the above quotation, have 

ever entertained a ſtrong ſuſpicion that he 
does not believe in CHRIST. The aſſertion 
is harſh, 1 own; but I cannot help it. It 
is by no means ſo harſh. as to ſuppoſe, that 
he does believe in CHRIST, and yet diſ- 
regards his command, and vilifies his ordi- 
nance | he does more; he calls in queſtion 
his Godhead.—For to allow that CHRISTA 
gave an order for all men to be baptized, 


and to an obedience to that order annexed 


all the influence of his grace; and yet to 
think that it is not neceſlary to obey that 
order, or that no virtue nor grace is con- 
veyed by obeying it, is to think that CHRIST 
wanted either the authority to make the 
command, or the power to execute the 
promiſe annexed to it: and in neither of 
theſe caſes could he be Gop; nay, nor an 
envoy ſent from Gop with power adequate 
to the purpoſe of his divine miſſion. 

How Dr C——I's hearers could ſcriouſly 
approve. and applaud ſuch a ſermon, is a 
queſtion I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine: for my part, if I were to hear any 
preacher whatever talk of baptiſm as be 
does, though I had been uſed to conſider 
him as the moſt learneddivine in the church, 
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I ſl * that moment contldler bim | 
as one that gave up fairly the divinity of 
Jssus CHRIST, end doubted of che e 
of his promiſe. 

It has been ſaid in Dr Cie defence, 
that he poke only the ſentiments of b 
church. Were that the caſe, I would not 


heſitate to affirm, that his church muſt be 


a very wavering and unſteady church, un- 


fixt in her principles, and uncertain in her 


determinations. His church, 50 years ago, 
taught a very different doctrine. But, 
though I A6ude not there may be in the 
church of Scotland ſeveral even of her 
clergy whoſe ſentiments with regard to 
Irxsus CHRIST and his ſacraments are 
nearly the fame with Dr C——IPFs, I am 
fatisfied that the greater part of his brethren, 
and almoſt all the people, are of a 3 
opinion: and I have never yet ſeen a p 
byterian, man or woman, who would ven- 
ture to profeſs publicly the Doctor's ſenti- 
ment of baptiſm, much leſs to approve the 
uncharitable manner in which he treats 


Catholics. [1 


And here, indeed; 1 that his create 
admirers pretend not to excuſe him any 
other way, than by faying, That he was 

ſufficiently acquainted with the Ca- 
tholic tenets; and therefore not charge- 


able with voluntary miſrepreſentations. 
B 3 ä 
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This may be ſome alleviation of the 
Doctor's conduct; but by no means a ſuf- 
ficient apology. If he was not,” he ſhould 
have made himſelf acquainted with the 
Catholic tenets before he pronounced of 
them ; eſpecially as he was to pronounce a 
ſentence of condemnation, which could not 
fail to render them highly obnoxious to. his 
audience, In fact, were I to hear and be- 
lieve of any ſet of creatures, what he in 
different parts of his pieces. affirms of the 
Papiſts, my feelings, which were not cer- 
tainly given me in vain, would be the fame 
in the company of one of that perſuaſion, 
as in that of a robber or murderer. But if 
ever I happened to be undeceived, and to 
| find that my credulity had been abuſed ; I 
could not help deſpiſing the man who had 


inſpired me with falſe ideas of my neigh» - 


bour, and wounded my charity at his ex- 
pence. 

If any one had reaſon to be pleaſed with 
Dr C-—1's doctrine, it was undoubtedly 
the Deiſt. To him, indeed, it could not 
fail to be agreeable. A ſingle blow aimed 
at Revelation from a profeſſed clergyman, 
is more dangerous to it, than all the united 
attacks of a Voltaire or a Rouſſeau. To 
my certain knowledge, his ſermon was 
conſidered in that light by ſome of our 


einen 75 ho, though in certain com- 
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panies they might join with the good la- 


dies in its praiſe as an excellent performance, 


made no ſcruple, when they were in the 


_ tavern, to laugh at it as an impotent at- 


tempt to expoſe the Popiſh religion ; and 
to conſider the author as the ſure, though 
ſecret, friend of their own party. 

But perhaps the Doctor, in the courſe of 
five years, had opportunities of knowing 
the Roman Catholics, and their tenets, better 
than he did at the time he wrote that ſer- 
mon; and now, from motives of juſtice as 
well as charity, has publiſhed his Addreſs, 


as a tacit retraction of what he had too 


raſhly advanced ? Were this really the caſe, 
his moderation and ingenuity were greatly 
to be applauded: but will any one who has 
read his pamphlet, take upon him to affirm 
that this is in any degree the ſcope of it ? 
Analyze the whole of his reaſoning, and you 
ſhall find it all reducible to theſe two pro- 
poſi ions. The Papilts, it is true, are a 
& raſcally pernicious ſet: but they are, in 
ce this country, far beneath the notice of 
« Proteſtants, We owe them no indul- 
« gence on their own account, but we 
4 would diſhonour ourſelves. by perſecuting 
6 ene ; . 

If it be aſked, What good reaſon can be 
aſſigned for Principal C—Il's wiſhing to 


have a bill paſſed in favour of a. people 


whom 
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. ' whom he paints in hich” Rabe colours; 
I can think of none but this. It had been 
conſidered as a neceſſary, or at leaſt an ex- 
pedient piece of policy, at this critical juno- 
_ to diminiſh'the Jacobite party as: much 
poſſible. The R. Catholics: had often 
2 that their religious, not their poli- 
tical principles, were an obſtacle to their 
allegiance: they declared themſelves ready 
to ſwear fealty to the king, if permitted the 
free exerciſe of their worſhip. © A ſhadow 
of hberty, (for it was only a ſhadow), was 
no ſooner offered them, than they graſped 
at it with eagerneſs. In the eyes of the 
poor unſuſpecting Papiſts, it was a boon 
they could not repay with too much gra- 
titude: but in the vicws of the politicians, 
who formed or furthered the ſcheme, it 
was meant as an artful expedient to accom- 
pliſh one day their total overthrow. They 
< have borne adverſity with patience; and 


£ their numbers, it is ſaid, are increaſed: WI 
« but let them once taſte a little of proſpe- 5 do 
< rity, and we ſhall ſoon ſee them dwindle eit 
& away to nothing“ 'Thie reaſoning, I be- WI 
heve, was juſt: the expedient, perhaps, ſe] 
would. have been effectual; but the con- th 
duct of thoſe who adopted it, was certamly ari 
inconſiſtent. ne 

Not ſo that of the committee and divir Aſ- WI 


ſociates. They declare themſelves the a- 
10 100 vowed 
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vowed enemies of Popery, and they act ac- 
cordingly. They conſider Papiſts as bad 
members of ſociety, and wiſh, to ſee them 
extirpated. They arraign them in much 
the ſame terms, and bring them in guilty 
by much the ſame proofs, as Dr O— ul; 
but they ſeek not, like Dr Cl, to reſ- 
cue them from puniſhment, If they cannot 
be called merciful, they cannot be ſaid to be 
unjuſt, Their zeal is undoubtedly intem- 
perate z but their candour deſerves ap- 
plauſe. Had they been only at a little more 
pains to weigh the merits of the cauſe; had 
they drawn the character of Britiſh Catholics 
from their own protefled principles and 
practice, inſtead of forming it out of ano- 
nymous libels, flanderous pampblets, and 
the miſrepreſented facts of former times; 
had they attacked the reality of Popery, and 
not its phantom; their attacks had been ge- 
nerous, and their views commendable. 
In truth, the great fault of almoſt all thoſe 
who have of late. laboured to expoſe the 
doctrines of Roman Catholics is; that they 
either are, or affect to be, unacquainted 
with them, The tenets which they them - 
ſelves profeſs to hold, and the tenets which 


they are ſaid to hold by their adverſaries, 


are as different almoſt as light and dark- 
neſs. Every moderate Proteſtant will agree 
with me that this is unfair, Every mode - 

FFF rate 


all theſe ' biſhops, the biſhop of Rome, or 
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rate Proteſtant will allow, that, in order to 
oppugn Popery in a creditable manner, we 


muſt oppugn it ſuch as it is, not ſuch as it 


is miſrepreſented by its enemies. May I 
not flatter myſelf, that the following abſtract 


of their tenets, taken, not from the mouths 


of their adverſaries, but from their own ca- 
techiſms and books of general inſtruction, 
will be acceptable to the Proteſtant reader 


Who wiſhes: to know what Papiſts really do 


believe, and would ſcorn to impute to them 


what they do not themſelves acknow- 


ledge? 


The Roman Catholics chen believe, in 


the firſt place, the Bible to be the word of 
Gop, and are willing to ſubſcribe to every 
ſentence it contains: but the ſenſe of the 
Bible, in thoſe parts that admit of diſpute, 
they take, not upon their private opinion, 
but on that of the whole church; which 
they believe to have been appointed by IE- 
sus CHRIST, as the only ſure and infallible 
judge of controverſies in matters of faith; 
and from whoſe judgment, conſequently, 
there can be no appeal. They believe that 
the government of CaxrrsT's church was 


committed to the Apoſtles, and their ſuc- 


ceſſors in the miniſtry ; that is, principally 
to biſhops, under whom are prieſts, dea- 
cons, and other inferior officers: That of 


the 
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the Pope, has, as the ſucceſſor of St Peter, 


a primacy over the reſt : That his ſee is the 
centre of the Catholic unity ; and that all 


thoſe who are ſeparated from it are to be 


looked upon as ſchiſmatics. But it is no 


part of their belief, that this ſame Pope is 


infallible, or that he may not be controlled 
by a general council; much leſs that he can 
depoſe kings, free ſubje&s from their oaths 
of allegiance, or diſpenſe. in any caſe with 
any part of natural or divine law. As to 
their other particular tenets in which they 
differ from Proteſtants, the chief-are theſe : 


They believe that biſhops are of divine 


right ; that they only can ordain prieſts and 


other inferior miniſters, and have an exclu- 


five right to give a definitive ſentence in ge- 
neral councils ;—That it is poſſible to keep 


the commandments by the aſſiſtance of di- 


vine grace, ; which is never denied- to thoſe 
who ſeek it as they ought by prayer: That 


the ſacraments are the external and ordina- 


ry means appointed by JESUS CHRIST to 
confer ſpecial; graces: That they are ſeven 
in number; namely, Baptiſny, Confirma- 
tion, the Euchariſt or Lord's Supper, Pe- 
nance, Extreme Unction or the anointing 
the ſick with oil, Holy Order, and Matri- 
mony. But though they believe all theſe 
ſacraments effectual from the inſtitution and 


promiſe of Gop, they acknowledge hat 
„ | they 
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they are beneficial only to the worthy re- 
ceiver, (contrary to what P— I C——l 
| has infinuated in his Synod Sermon: — That 
Baptiſm takes away original fin in children, 
and actual in grown-up 'perfons, provided 
they be truly penitent, and firmly reſolved 
not to relapſe —That Confirmation, or the 
5 4 ng on of hands, (which belongs to the 
e of Biſhops), is accompanied with the 
Holy Ghoſt, 150 enters the ſoul of the 
worthy receiver, to ſtrengthen and perfect 
Kim in | Fatty and virtue That in the Lord's 
Supper is truly and really contained the bo- 
dy and blood of CHRIs T, after a manner 
not to be comprehended by human under - 
ſtanding, under the outward ſymbols of 
bread and wine: — That this ſacrament is 
alſo a facrifice, commemorative of that which 
was offered up on the croſs for our fins ; it 
| being the ſame body that was then broken, 
and the ſame h/ that was then ſhed, tho” 
now broken and ſhed in an unbloody and 
_ myſtical manner. This unbloody and ny 
ſtical ſacrifice is what they call the Ma. — 
They believe, that, in order to obtain remiſ- 
fion of ſins committed after baptiſm, they 
muſt be repented of, and confeſſed to the 
miniſters of the church, whom” CHRIST 
has (they ſay) authoriſed: to bind or looſe 
according to the diſpoſition of the penitent : 
but they do not believe that all the abſolu- 
1 


4 
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tions on earth can free the u ting ſin · 
ner from the ſmalleſt guilt.— They believe 
that the Sacrament of Ordination conveys 
to the duly diſpoſed a ſpecial grace to en- 
able them to perform in a proper manner 
the great duties of their function, as the 
overſeers of the flock of CuRISs T, and the 
diſpenſers of his myſteries:— believe, 
that the anointing of the fick with oil, join- 
ed to prayer, purifies the foul: from leſſer 
ſins, ſtrengthens iti againft the attacks of 
death, or even: contributes to reſtore the 
health of the body, when that, in the views 
of Providence; may feem:expedient for the 
good of the ſoul:— They believe, that in. 
the Sacrament of Matrimony, the married 
couple, who engage in that ſtate with holy 


and Chriſtian diſpoſnions, receive grace to 
>afiſt them in performing the obligations an- 


nexed to their condition ;: to love, cheriſh,. 

and ſapport one another, and to bring up 

their: children in the fear of Goyd/s _ 
They. believe, moreover;. that it is not: 


unlawful to deſire the faints in heaven to 


pray to God for them ;. that they may keep 
and revere their relies and pictures; that 
they may conſecrate churches and chapels 
to the honour of Gop in memory of them, 
and by their appellation: but they do not 


believe that any veneration, honour, or 
worſhip, are their due, but in as far as they 


- are- 


-_ 


1 


are the Santa and friends of Gop, to 
whom alone all worſhip and adoration, pro- 
Ry ſo termed, are exclufively due. 


. They. believe, that the church has a 


to grant indulgences; that is, a releaſe of 


the penitential canons, or of the temporal 


puniſhment : ſuppoſed to be due to ſin; but 
they do not believe that this: releaſe can be 
of any ſervice to the impenitent, much leſs 
that it gives leave to commit fin in hopes of 
forgiveneſs, —Fhey believe, that fins may 
be redeemed by faſting, prayer, and alms- 
deeds, accompanied with contrition and re- 
pentance: but they do not believe that the 
pardon of ſin can be bought with money; 
or that any power on earth can tax ſins at 
certain prices, as has been lately affirmed 
in a peſtiferous pamphlet *. They believe, 
that all fins are not equally heinous, nor all 
deſerving of hell; and, in conſequence of 
this, they believe, that there is a purgatory 
or middle ſtate after death, in which-the 
| fouls of thoſe who die guiltleſs of deadly 
tranſgreſſions, but not fo perfectly innocent 
as to enter directly into the kingdom of 
heaven, are purified for a limited time from 
thoſe leſſer ſtains, and prepared to enter 
into thoſe manſions where nothing un- 
deßled can enter: And they believe, that 

y . fouls 


. * Appeal from the Proteſtant Aſſocistion. 
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ſouls in that Durifying ſtate may be benefi- 
ted by the : prayers of their brethren on 


earth, and of the ſaints in heaven; but they 
do not pretend to determine. wckit i is the na- 


ture of their ſufferings, or how far preciſely 


they are aſſiſted by ſuch prayers. In fine, 


they believe it good and warrantable to 


make religious vows of poverty, obedience, 
and celibacy; but they conſider them only 
as Goſpel counſels, which any one may fol- 
low or not follow as he'thinks--beſt; and to 


which no one is to be obliged but by an act 


of his own free. wil and detetmi- 


A 3 | {iis | 
This, as far as 1 "Frans ** able to Lo 
is a brief, but juſt ſummary of the Popiſh 
doctrines. If they appear ill- founded to 
Proteſtants, as doubtleſs many of them will, 
1 ſee no reaſon why: Proteſtants may not 
combat them with the weapons. of ſolid rea - 
ſon and ſound argumentation: but there 
can be no excuſe for their meanly attacking 
them with - thoſe. of miſrepreſentation and 
ſlander. There can be. but one fair way of 


levelling our cenſures at any religious pro- 


feſſion; and that is, by cenſuring only their 
clear and acknowledged belief: but if we 
abuſe them for tenets they do not hold, and 


for maxims which they abhor, ſuch unfair 


and impotent attacks mult neceſſarily end 


in our own confuſion. + 
C2 | The 
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The admirers of Dr C-—-1Il. will probably 
be much offended at ſome of thefe obſerva- 
tions; but as I am conſcious. to myſelf that 
they are founded on truth and charity, L 
am determined to let them have their way 
into the world, whatever may be the judge- 
ments that. ſhall: be formed of them. By 
the ſmiles that wound others I/ would not 
wiſh: to be dazzled; and the man that men- 


tions IESUS CHRIST in the manner he does, 


F wilt never be aſliamed” to oppoſe; nor 
ſhall any prior friendſhip for him ever in- 


duce me to diffemble my abborrence of 


fuch doctrine. L am not here acting the 
apologiſt of Popery, but of Chriſtianity. I 
weigh the Papiſts in the fame ſcale I weigh 
other ſects in; and have written againit 
ſome of their firſt clergymen with as much 
freedom as I now do againft him that in- 
jures them. Never indeed on the fame 
points; for among R. Catholics I found 
always the moſt awful reſpect for the Scrip- 
tures, and the divinity of that Saviour 
which Dr C-——Il fo plainly ſeeks to un- 
dermine. And though EI found fome of 
them that appeared to: me partial'in apply- 


ing certain texts of the Scripture to fupport - 


the authority of their church, I never met 
with one of them that cenfured Proteſtants 
upon principles they did not acknowledge, 
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or charged them with doctrines which 11 
neither believed or practiſee. 
Should Dr C——lt be inclined to take 
any notice of theſe obſervations, I would 
gladly aſk him, in the name of all ſober and 
ſerious Chriſtians, How he could take plea- 
ſure in thus injuring an adverſe, oppreſſed 
party, without any benefit to his own? 
Surely this is not a Chriſtian method to make 
proſelytes; and I fear it will never be a ſuc- 
ceſsful one, any more than that of dra- 
gooning them to church, as was lately done 
at Aberdeen, without reprehenſion from 
Dr Cl or any of his brethren; altho? 


- it be well known that the poor Highland- 


ers, to whom this violence was uſed; had 
enliſted in the full confidence of being al- 
lowed to profeſs their own religion, and 
had even aſſurances given them that this 
freedom ſhould never be taken from them. 
Here was a fine field for Dr C——II to diſ- 


play his eloquence! Here was a fit ſubje& 


for pulpit invective! And yet, ſtrange to 
tell! he never raiſed his voice againſt ſo 


crying an injuſtice, nor rebuked thoſe who, 


committed it ; althoygh, every thing con- 
ſidered, they were far more guilty than the 


| miſguided rabble at Edinburgh, which had 


a little before ſo vehemently excited his in- 
dignation. But it requires more Chri/t:an 


courage and reſolution to reprove a ſet of 
arbitrary 


— 


arbitrary officers conſtraining the conſcien- 
ces of their ſoldiers, than:to declaim againſt 
a ſet of illiberal fanatics purſuing the dic- 
tates of miſtaken zeal. Yet Fenelon; tho 
a Papiſt, did not heſitate on a fimilar oc- 
caſion, to tell an abſolute Monarch his du-- 
ty; and would not hear of the leaſt com- 
pulſion being uſed towards the Proteſtants 
in his dioceſe.— But NN I is not a 
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